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USMCA Agreement Praised by United Fresh
Ask Congress to act swiftly and ratify the agreement

WASHINGTON, D.C. (December 10, 2019) – With today’s announcement that an agreement has been
reached between the Trump Administration, Mexico, and Canada along with Democrats in Congress, the
final step can now move forward with a vote by Congress to ratify the agreement. Parties to the United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) form one of the most robust and dynamic trading blocs in
the world with 14 million jobs associated with trade between these countries. For fresh fruits and
vegetables, Mexico and Canada are viewed as our top trading partners. United Fresh supports this
agreement and ask Congress to move swiftly in its passage.
“International trade is a critical business tool throughout the entire supply chain of the fresh produce
industry,” said Tom Stenzel, President & CEO of United Fresh. “Most importantly with consumers
demanding year-round access to fresh produce, we need the certainty of a strong USMCA agreement,”
he stated. “United Fresh has always supported free and fair trade globally seeking to open markets to
U.S. products while ensuring equivalent access for foreign products to the United States,” Stenzel
commented.
Once the agreement is sent to Congress for a vote, Congress has 90 congressional days (45 House and
45 Senate) to consider USMCA. This will be an up or down vote and cannot be amended by Congress
once it is submitted.
“With so much uncertainty in Washington, D.C. these days, we urge Congress to act swiftly and in a
bipartisan manner to pass this important agreement. Every day this agreement is not ratified further
creates uncertainty with our most valuable trading partners,” Stenzel stated.
For more information about the announcement, contact Robert Guenther, United Fresh’s Senior Vice
President of Public Policy, at 202-303-3409 or rguenther@unitedfresh.org
###
About United Fresh Produce Association
Founded in 1904, the United Fresh Produce Association brings together companies across every
segment of the fresh produce supply chain, including growers, shippers, fresh cut processors,
wholesalers, distributors, retailers, foodservice operators, industry suppliers and allied associations.
We empower industry leaders to shape sound government policy. We deliver the resources and
expertise companies need to succeed in managing complex business and technical issues. We provide
the training and development individuals need to advance their careers in produce. Through these

endeavors, we unite out industry with a common purpose – to build long-term value for our members
and grow produce consumption. For more information, visit www.unitedfresh.org

