MEDIA STATEMENT For Immediate Release, November 20, 2019
Contact: Mary Coppola
mcoppola@unitedfresh.org
202-303-3425

United Fresh Applauds Passage of the
Farm Workforce Modernization Act
WASHINGTON, D.C. (November 20, 2019) – The United Fresh Produce Association applauds the passage
of the Farm Workforce Modernization Act (H. R. 5038) by the House Judiciary Committee and urges its
passage by the full House of Representatives. This legislation represents the most significant
modernization of the agricultural labor system in more than three decades.
“The Farm Workforce Modernization Act is a testament to the tenacity of members of Congress on both
sides of the aisle to bring much needed reform to the agriculture industry. The sustainability of
American agriculture is at stake if our labor situation is not addressed,” said Tom Stenzel, President &
CEO of United Fresh Produce Association. “It is imperative that the House act quickly to pass this
legislation. This bipartisan bill is cosponsored by nearly two dozen Republican members of Congress,
demonstrating wide support. We believe a strong vote in the House will lead the way for the Senate to
follow suit to finally address the labor crisis in American agriculture.”
The bill provides much needed reforms to secure a stable and legal workforce in agriculture, allowing
current farm workers to attain legal status and reforming the H-2A guest worker program to ensure a
future source of workers on American farms.
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About United Fresh Produce Association
Founded in 1904, the United Fresh Produce Association brings together companies across every
segment of the fresh produce supply chain, including growers, shippers, fresh-cut processors,
wholesalers, distributors, retailers, foodservice operators, industry suppliers and allied associations. We
empower industry leaders to shape sound government policy. We deliver the resources and expertise
companies need to succeed in managing complex business and technical issues. We provide the training
and development individuals need to advance their careers in produce. And, through these endeavors,
we unite our industry with a common purpose – to build long-term value for our members and grow
produce consumption.

