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Statement of Tom Stenzel, President & CEO, United Fresh Produce Association
On President Trump’s Withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership Trade Agreement
“We were not surprised that President Trump has officially withdrawn from the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) trade pact. As we know, Congress was not likely to confirm the agreement in any case.
But now is the time to move past anti-trade rhetoric and begin the process of building consensus for the
key portions of the agreement that had been negotiated in the TPP. Both U.S. agriculture and U.S.
consumers benefit from trade, and exports to the Asian Pacific countries are a critical opportunity for
U.S. producers. Beyond that, the TPP was the first major agreement that began to build strong rules for
countries to prevent putting up protectionist measures in the form of sanitary and phytosanitary
barriers. Without this agreement, we fall back to an environment where countries can simply choose to
block imports without scientific justification.
We encourage President Trump and his new Administration not just to withdraw from trade
agreements, but to come to the table to renegotiate agricultural agreements as soon as possible. Our
potential trading partners won’t sit idly by, but will find other partners and leave the United States
behind. Most importantly, America deserves real trade agreements that benefit both consumers and
producers.”
###
About United Fresh Produce Association
Founded in 1904, the United Fresh Produce Association brings together companies across every
segment of the fresh produce supply chain, including growers, shippers, fresh-cut processors,
wholesalers, distributors, retailers, foodservice operators, industry suppliers and allied associations. We
empower industry leaders to shape sound government policy. We deliver the resources and expertise
companies need to succeed in managing complex business and technical issues. We provide the training
and development individuals need to advance their careers in produce. Through these endeavors, we
unite our industry with a common purpose – to build long-term value for our members and grow
produce consumption.

