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Statement of Tom Stenzel, President & CEO, United Fresh Produce Association
on FDA’s Deadline Extension for Packinghouses, and Draft Guidance
on Industry Classification for Farms and Facilities
“The extension and clarification of compliance dates released yesterday by FDA, combined with the
draft guidance documents released yesterday and today, enable the fresh produce industry to better
understand how to comply with the applicable rules. We appreciate that FDA heard and responded to
our concerns and requests.
FDA recognizes that packinghouses should have the same amount of time to prepare for regulatory
compliance regardless of whether they are located on or off a farm. The extended compliance dates for
packinghouses subject to the Preventive Controls Rule, beginning January 26, 2018, allows us time to
continue to work with FDA and the Food Safety Preventive Controls Alliance to develop a modified
curriculum for these unique types of operations that are critical parts of the fresh produce supply chain.
With the first compliance deadline for the Preventive Controls Rule less than a month away, our
members continue to ask questions about which rule(s) they are subject to. We are hopeful that the
draft guidance pertaining to industry classification for farms and facilities released today will provide
examples that help the fresh produce industry understand which rules apply to them.
United Fresh looks forward to reviewing the draft guidance on classifying farms and facilities, as well as
draft guidance supporting implementation of the Preventive Controls for Human Food Rule. We will
continue to work with FDA to ensure that the rules are practical and in the best interest of public
health.”
###

About United Fresh Produce Association
Founded in 1904, the United Fresh Produce Association brings together companies across every
segment of the fresh produce supply chain, including growers, shippers, fresh-cut processors,
wholesalers, distributors, retailers, foodservice operators, industry suppliers and allied associations. We
empower industry leaders to shape sound government policy. We deliver the resources and expertise
companies need to succeed in managing complex business and technical issues. We provide the training
and development individuals need to advance their careers in produce. Through these endeavors, we
unite our industry with a common purpose – to build long-term value for our members and grow
produce consumption.

