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United Fresh Opposes Legislation to Include Processed Fruits and
Vegetables in the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP)
In response to Senator Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) introducing legislation that would overhaul the FFVP
to include processed fruits and vegetables, Robert Guenther, Senior Vice President, Public Policy, United
Fresh Produce Association, issued the following statement.
“United Fresh strongly opposes legislation recently introduced by Senator Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin)
that would overhaul the FFVP to include processed fruits and vegetables. For more than a decade, FFVP
has provided 4 million low-income elementary students with a fresh fruit or vegetable snack every day.
One of the most frequently and highly evaluated federal nutrition programs, FFVP has been a model of
success, consistently demonstrating effectiveness in increasing children’s consumption of fruits and
vegetables. In fact, two program evaluations (2007 and 2012) in Wisconsin have concluded the
“significant positive program effect” of FFVP. Additionally, a recent study from the University of Arkansas
demonstrates that FFVP even plays a significant role in reducing childhood obesity among participating
students. Most importantly, none of the evaluations in Wisconsin or around the country have EVER called
for the program to include processed fruits and vegetables.
Finally, the notion that this change will increase access to more fruits and vegetables is completely
unfounded given the fact that, in the last five years, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
purchased almost $3 billion in fruits and vegetables – and 96% of those purchases went to canned,
frozen and dried fruits and vegetables. The evidence is overwhelming; kids are already provided a
diverse array of processed fruits and vegetables in school lunch and breakfast every day. Congress
should hail FFVP for its positive impact, not overhaul it. We will continue to work with members of
Congress to keep the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Progam FRESH.”
###
About United Fresh Produce Association
Founded in 1904, the United Fresh Produce Association brings together companies across every
segment of the fresh produce supply chain, including growers, shippers, fresh cut processors,
wholesalers, distributors, retailers, foodservice operators, industry suppliers and allied associations. We
empower industry leaders to shape sound government policy. We deliver the resources and expertise
companies need to succeed in managing complex business and technical issues. We provide the training
and development individuals need to advance their careers in produce. Through these endeavors, we
unite our industry with a common purpose – to build long-term value for our members and grow produce
consumption. Visit www.unitedfresh.org.

