Docket Management Facility, (M–30) 

U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

1200 New Jersey

Avenue, S.E., West Building, Ground Floor, Room 12–140

Washington, DC 20590–0001

[Docket Number FMCSA–2011–0097]
Dear Secretary LaHood,
I would like to express my support for the implementation of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) proposal for a long-haul cross-border trucking pilot program.

Such a pilot program is much needed to resolve a long-standing dispute regarding the United States’ failure to implement the long-haul trucking provisions of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).  These provisions allowed for a cross-border trucking program with the United States and Mexico.  As a result of the lack of compliance, Mexico invoked their right to retaliate and imposed tariffs on nearly a hundred U.S. products including several fresh produce commodities.  Consequently, the produce industry in the United States has suffered significant losses.

The pilot program that has been put forth includes necessary provisions requiring trucks coming into the United States to comply with all applicable U.S. laws and regulations relating to safety, customs, immigration, vehicle registration and taxation.  Implementation of this pilot is a critical first step in addressing this dispute and improving a trade partnership that is vital to the produce industry and I support its adoption.

Sincerely,

