
 

 
 

Why should farmers and ranchers vote for John McCain?  
The continuing success of American agriculture and the health of America’s rural heartland 

require leadership that understands that productivity and innovation are created by the effort, 

ingenuity and investment of individual Americans. Our nation’s security depends on the health 

of American agriculture and I will promote agricultural policies that help America’s farmers and 

ranchers thrive in the 21st century. As President, I will work to develop all of America’s 

domestic energy resources, reduce taxes and government regulation, preserve property rights, 

provide a sustainable, market-driven risk management system for farmers and ranchers, 

improve incentives to invest in technology and rural infrastructure, reduce trade barriers, 

secure our borders while providing a fair and practical temporary labor program, and 

strengthen the American economy by eliminating wasteful government spending.  Read more 

about John McCain’s leadership on rural prosperity at http://rural.JohnMcCain.com. 

 

John McCain on Immigration 
I and many other colleagues twice attempted to pass comprehensive immigration legislation to 

fix our broken borders; ensure respect for the laws of this country; recognize the important 

economic contribution of immigrant laborers; apprehend those who came here illegally to 

commit crimes; and deal practically and humanely with those who came here, as my distant 

ancestors did, to build a better, safer life for their families, without excusing the fact they came 

here illegally or granting them privileges before those who have been waiting their turn outside 

the country. Many Americans did not believe us when we said we would secure our borders, 

and so we failed in our efforts. I don't want to fail again to achieve comprehensive immigration 

reform. We must prove we have the resources to secure our borders and use them, while 

respecting the dignity and rights of citizens and legal residents of the United States. When we 

have achieved our border security goal, we must enact and implement the other parts of 

practical, fair and necessary immigration policy. We have economic and humanitarian 

responsibilities as well, and they require no less dedication from us in meeting them. 

 

I will implement temporary worker programs that will reflect the labor needs of the United 

States in both the high-tech and low-skilled sectors while protecting the employment 

opportunities for US workers.  I will reform the H-2A visa program to provide a non-

bureaucratic, adaptable, useable program that is reflective of market needs and protects both 

the immigrant and US workers.  I will implement a secure, accurate, and reliable electronic 

employment verification system to ensure that individuals are screened for work eligibility in a 

real-time fashion and provide responses to employer inquiries in a prompt and timely manner 



 

to provide both the employer and employee security in their hiring decisions.  Read more about 

John McCain’s plans to secure America’s boarders and fix our immigration system at 

http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/ 

 

 

John McCain on Taxes: 

I have proposed a comprehensive economic plan that will create millions of good American 

jobs, ensure our nation's energy security, get the government's budget and spending practices 

in order, and bring relief to American consumers.  Small businesses are critical to job growth, 

especially in rural America.  I am committed to reducing the estate tax rate to 15 percent and 

permitting a generous $10 million exemption to enable farmers and ranchers to pass along 

their heritage to the next generation.  I will keep the top tax rate at 35 percent, maintain the 15 

percent rates on dividends and capital gains, and phase-out the Alternative Minimum Tax.  

Small businesses are the heart of job growth; raising taxes on them hurts every worker.  Read 

more about John McCain’s plans to lower taxes and encourage a strong economy at 

http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/ 

 

 

John McCain on Biofuel, Renewable Energy & Energy Security: 

Our nation's future security and prosperity depends on the next President making the hard 

choices to break our nation's strategic dependence on foreign sources of energy and cut off the 

flow of oil wealth to repressive dictatorships.  I will push our country to make the necessary 

choices - producing more power, pushing technology such as flex fuel vehicles (FFVs) to help 

free our transportation sector from its use of foreign oil, cleaning up our air and addressing 

climate change, and ensuring that Americans have dependable energy sources.  

 

Biofuel technologies of all types will play an important role in supporting this goal.  I do not 

support the current system of tariffs, subsidies and mandates for ethanol or special tax breaks 

for oil – energy entrepreneurs should have a level playing field.  Rather, as a country, we must 

focus on stimulating end-user demand for renewable energy and creating a consistent 

regulatory and tax framework that encourages investment in research, domestic refining 

capacity, and distribution systems to promote energy independence.  We must build upon the 

infrastructure and biofuel technologies that are already contributing to America’s domestic 

energy production and focus on developing the technologies that will allow us to use the entire 

biomass of plants so that America’s harvest can continue to support our food, feed and fuel 

needs without contention between these important requirements.  

 

I will encourage the market for alternative, low carbon fuels such as wind, hydro and solar 

power. According to the Department of Energy, wind could provide as much as one-fifth of 

electricity by 2030. The U.S. solar energy industry continued its double-digit annual growth rate 

in 2006. To develop these and other sources of renewable energy will require that we 

rationalize the current patchwork of temporary tax credits that provide commercial feasibility.  I 



 

believe in an even-handed system of tax credits that will remain in place until the market 

transforms sufficiently to the point where renewable energy no longer merits the taxpayers' 

dollars. 

 

I will commit our country to expanding domestic oil exploration. The current federal 

moratorium on drilling in the Outer Continental Shelf stands in the way of energy exploration 

and production. I believe it is time for the federal government to lift these restrictions and to 

put our own reserves to use. There is no easier or more direct way to prove to the world that 

we will no longer be subject to the whims of others than to expand our production capabilities. 

We have trillions of dollars worth of oil and gas reserves in the U.S. at a time when we are 

exporting hundreds of billions of dollars a year overseas to buy energy. This is the largest 

transfer of wealth in the history of mankind. We should keep more of our dollars here in the 

U.S., lessen our foreign dependency, increase our domestic supplies, and reduce our trade 

deficit - 41% of which is due to oil imports. I propose to cooperate with the states and the 

Department of Defense in the decisions to develop these resources.  

 

I believe in promoting and expanding the use of our domestic supplies of natural gas. When 

people are hurting, and struggling to afford gasoline, food, and other necessities, common 

sense requires that we draw upon America's own vast reserves of oil and natural gas. Within 

the United States we have tremendous reserves of natural gas. The Outer Continental Shelf 

alone contains 77 trillion cubic feet of recoverable natural gas. It is time that we capitalize on 

these significant resources and build the infrastructure needed to transport this important 

component of electricity generation and transportation fuel around the country. 

 

I will commit $2 billion annually to advancing clean coal technologies. Coal produces the 

majority of our electricity today. Some believe that marketing viable clean coal technologies 

could be over 15 years away. I believe that this is too long to wait, and we need to commit 

significant federal resources to the science, research and development that advance this critical 

technology. Once commercialized, the U.S. can then export these technologies to countries like 

China that are committed to using their coal - creating new American jobs and allowing the U.S. 

to play a greater role in the international green economy.  

 

I will put my administration on track to construct 45 new nuclear power plants by 2030 with 

the ultimate goal of eventually constructing 100 new plants. Nuclear power is a proven, zero-

emission source of energy, and it is time we recommit to advancing our use of nuclear power. 

Currently, nuclear power produces 20% of our power, but the U.S. has not started construction 

on a new nuclear power plant in over 30 years. China, India and Russia have goals of building a 

combined total of over 100 new plants and we should be able to do the same. It is also critical 

that the U.S. be able to build the components for these plants and reactors within our country 

so that we are not dependent on foreign suppliers with long wait times to move forward with 

our nuclear plans.  Read more about John McCain’s plans to promote America’s energy  

independence at http://www.johnmccain.com/Informing/Issues/ 

 


